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21 | NT. GARY AND | RENE' S BEDROOM - - LATER 21
The spouses are cuddling under the covers.

| RENE
She's not going to wake up.

Gary reacts.

GARY
Vell, her brain's still active.
W' ve seen the scans. Technically,
she's still wth us. She just needs

to take that one step.

| RENE
She won't.

Gary is quiet.

| RENE ( CONT' D)
It makes nore sense to accept that
fact when it cones to our plans now.

GARY
Irene, is this about Brad going to
coll ege? Don't you want him cl ose
by?

| RENE
O course, but it's not fair to make
our son's |ife plans all about us--

GARY
(over | appi ng)
| haven't been doing that--

| RENE
--or all about his sister who w |
probably never wake up.

Pi qued, Gary | oosens his enbrace and sits up.

GARY
" mjust--
(beat)
The doctors say she can tell when we
support her. O herw se what good to
her are our visits and tal ks? Maybe
tonorrow wi || be the day.

| RENE
O maybe you're afraid that admtting
she won't wake up wi Il nake that
come true. But it's already true.



11.

GARY
No.

| RENE
It's been 11 years! And how many
times have | had to increase that
nunber during this same kind of tal k?
It was a probably, then a nmaybe, now
a nost likely not. This famly can't
stake its future on sonething that
keeps not happeni ng.

GARY
(f eebl e)
You don't know any nore than | do.

I rene | ays back, exhaust ed.

| RENE
| don't. Not in ny head. But deep
down. ..l know our daughter's gone.

And so do you. W have to nobve on

Gary glares off but then relents. He has no argunent. He
settles back down and squeezes Irene tightly, desperately.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- MORNI NG 22
A NURSE hunms her way through a routine check-up on Hilary.
HI LARY
(weak)
Pretty song.
Startled, the nurse stares at her.

NURSE
It's Norah Jones.

H LARY
Hi .
A confused frown flickers across her face.
HI LARY ( CONT' D)

(testing her voice)
H. H. H.
The nurse nelts into excitenent.
| NT. SCI ENCE MUSEUM STAI RCASE -- MOMENTS LATER 23
Irene carries a box of brochures upstairs past VISITORS young
and old. Her cell phone RINGS in her pants pocket. Wth

her free hand, she takes it out, squints at the caller ID
and answers.
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12.

| RENE
(uneasy)
Hel | 0?

She listens. She freezes in shock on the landing. Visitors
politely file past her.

I NT. GARY'S OFFI CE -- MOMENTS LATER 24

Gary, post-neeting, returns to his desk. On it are framed
photos of Irene, teenage Brad and 11-year-old Hilary.

Noting his phone's flashing Iight, he punches in his voicenai
code and |listens on speaker phone.

| RENE (V. O./FILTER)
It's me. It's Hlary.

He instantly turns off the speaker and grabs the receiver.
| NT. HI GH SCHOOL CLASSROOM -- MOMENTS LATER 25

Bef ore staring CLASSMATES, Brad approaches his TEACHER s
desk, linply holding his cell phone.

TEACHER
Hand it over.

BRAD
May | be excused?

The teacher frowns curiously.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM -- LATER 26

The Wal shes, al ongside m | d-mannered DR. SEGAL, have reunited
by Hlary's bed. Gary, in tears, can't stop huggi ng her,

al beit carefully through the tubes. Irene's enotions play
out across her dripping eyes as she holds Hilary's hand.

Brad sinply beans "wow' from his face.

Hilary stares in wonder--and a little fear--at the drama and
especially her parents' aged faces. She flicks her eyes
toward Brad. He smles. She doesn't.

GARY
You're back. You're back. You're
back, you're back, you' re back....

| RENE
(to Hlary)
How do you feel?

GARY
Do you renenber us? Can you tal k?



| RENE
(to Dr. Segal)
You said she can tal k?

DR. SEGAL
There m ght be sone effort on her
part, but yes.

GARY
(to Hlary)
Do you renenber us?

They wait expectantly. Hlary, still distracted, al nost
forgets to speak.

HI LARY
Yes.
(1 ooki ng at Brad)
No. Who's that?

The adults chuckle. Brad plays al ong.

| RENE
It's your brother, honey. He's al
grown up now. Like you

She clutches Hlary's hand tightly wth both of her own.

| RENE ( CONT' D)
Say hi to your brother Brad.

Hlary frowns, then lights up.

Hl LARY
DunBr ad!

Brad gives an unconfortable smle. Irene notices. She
crosses behind Gary to pat her son's shoul der.

27 | NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY -- MOVENTS LATER
Dr. Segal talks to the Wal shes.

DR. SEGAL
It'1l take tinme for her to adjust.
She was just a little girl the |ast
time she was awake.

GARY

(sni ppy)
We know, Dr. Segal. W were there.

Dr. Segal takes his tone in stride. G@Gry sighs
apol ogetically.

GARY ( CONT' D)
How do we get her back to normal ?
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DR SEGAL
This is her normal now.

14.

She' s an

adult who's suffered head trauma, so

she'll have to relearn b
skills and catch up with

asi ¢ not or
everyone

her age intellectually and

behavi oral |l y.

GARY
How do we do that, then?
DR. SEGAL
She' Il need intense phys

cognitive therapy at ar

ical and
ehab center.

There's a good one we can recomrend

for patients |like her.

| RENE
How | ong before she can
DR. SEGAL
She can visit. You can
anywhere. But it'll be
| RENE

But how | ong before she
rehab?

DR. SEGAL
A few nonths to a year.
to wait and see.

GARY
Sounds fam i ar.

Absor bi ng everything, the Wil shes

wi ndow.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

cone hone?

t ake her
up to her.

finishes the

W'l |l have

| ook at Hilary through her

Hi|ary sees her famly watching fromthe | obby. She smles.

It feels weird--too many teeth.
Again. Still.

wei rd.

Ch wel | .

At | east everyone | ooks

She tries again. Still

happy because she does.

END OF EXCERPT
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